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many landlords, it is said, keep in touch with the princi-
pal thieves, so that when cattle are stolen they may be in
a position to arrange matters, either by obtaining the
return of the stolen beast or by securing an equivalent
in exchange. And keeping in touch, many find it con-
venient to take a share, if not in the game, at least in the
spoils. This assistance the tenant no doubt appreciates,
but the financial assistance of an interest-free loan in
time of need he cannot usually expect, because most of
the large landowners are in debt. 'Large holdings',
writes the settlement officer, 'with a few praiseworthy
exceptions mean one thing, and only one thing, large
debts/1 These are incurred in a variety of ways. The
chief is the very high standard of expenditure on
marriages and funerals. In the Shorkot tahsil, it is the
custom to keep open house for all who come to condole
for six months after a person's death. There is also the -
extensive hospitality practised at all times. This has led
to the keeping of large herds of more or less superfluous
cattle, in order that, whatever the occasion or the
emergency, there may always be a sufficiency of meat,
milk, and ghL And in the old pastoral days, when few
had cash, a large herd of cattle was as much prized as
a large balance at the bank is now. The custom has
therefore been invested with the sanctity of tradition,
and it has become a point of family honour not to reduce
the number of a herd, much as it was with our fathers
not to touch the family capital; and recently, when a big
landlord auctioned his superfluous cattle, many of his
neighbours asked how he could bring himself to sell the
cattle of his dead father. Another common source of
debt is the habit of careless living that comes readily
enough to those who have little or nothing to do,
especially in a climate which counsels ease rather than
efibrt. And when there is not positive dissipation, there
is much foolish expenditure upon hawks, greyhounds,
and shikdr.2 Thousands of rupees are sometimes spent

1 JhangA. R^ 1925, p. 18.             * Any form of hunting or shooting*